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imperial acquisition* And the larger the empire,
the more glorious it is, and the more unpatriotic to
diminish a ray of its glory or an inch of its territory.
Thus patriotism and morality combine not to cause
imperialism, but to suppress discussion of or
opposition to empire.

The position of military or strategic beliefs and
desires as a cause of European expansion outside
Europe is clear, but is frequently misunderstood.
In certain limited areas like the Mediterranean!
strategic reasons have had some effect on the
creation of imperialist policy in Mediterranean
States, e.g.f France and Italy. The acquisition of
Algeria, Tunis, and Morocco by France, and of
Tripoli by Italy, has been defended on the grounds
of military necessity. The argument here has been
44 Unless we sei^e this territory, the other country
may seize it and use it as a base for military
operations against us/' But the argument applies
to, and has only rarely been applied to, a very
limited stretch of African territory, facing the coasts
of Italy and France* The rest of Asia and Africa
lies too far distant from Europe for its possession to
affect the strategic safety of any European territory
or State* In fact no imperialist has ever pre-
tended that the acquisition of Empire on the East